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*rhcy  wandered  about  in  sheep-skins  and  goaNskins,  in  dens 
5Lttd  caves  of  the  earth,  ^icted  and  tormented,- — Meb  -zl  S7. 

Their  coasthncy  in  torture  and  in  death, 
These  on  Tradition**  tongue  scili  live,  these  shall 
On  History's  honest  page  be  pictured  bright 
titest  times, 

Grahame*»  Sabliath. 
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ACCOUNT  OF 

JOHN  BROWN. 


^/^BOUT  a  bunclred  and  forty  years  ago,  lived  m 
the  district  of  Kyle,  in  Ayrshire,  John  Brown, 
of  Piiesthill,  in  the  parish  of  Muirkirk,  on  the  bor. 
dtrs  of  Lanar^Sfhire. 

His  house,  which  stands  to  this  day,  is  on  the 
brov;  of,a  hill,  behind  which  rises  an  extensive 
tract  of  heathy  moss,  h.ags  and  rocks,  some  of  which 
command  a  view  of  several  c^>unties.  The  house  is 
of  stoi,e  and  hme,  and  is  covered  with  heather.  It  i 
had  no  grate;  the  fire  was  bun?ed  on  the  floor;  and  1 
{laving  no  openings  in  the  wM,  the  smoke  rose  tar- 
dily to  the  chimney  top  Yet*  dark  and  smoky  as 
it  was,  many  had  found  it  a  Httle  sanctuary ;  not 
only  for  refuge,  but  for  God's  presence. 

Though  simple  in  their  habits  and  furniture,  the 
inhabitants  of  those  wild  disiricts  were  we.ll  jinformr 
ed.  John  Proven  was  only  a  boy  when  ^ipwards  of 
three  hundred  ininist^^rs  were  deposed,  in  one  .day, 
by  Charles  the  II.;  because  they  would  not  Bubniiti 
to  be  lorded  over  by  bishops.  He  ofcen  dtr^cribed 
the  distreiPs  that  preyf?iled  in  the  country  an  that 
occasion  J  and  the  anguish  and  weepi^ig  throughouti 
ti  e  churches  on  tne  sabbath  their  ministers  preach- 
ed their  farewell  sermons.  It  was  heart-rending  t^ 
p  rt  with  such  n  en.  so  rerodirk^^ble  for  giace,  as 
ihe  fruiis  of  their  ministry  'A^ere  every  where  con- 
iipicuous.  You  scarce  couid  lodge  in  a  house  where 
God  was  not  worshipped,  Jniqviity,  ashamed,  hit^ 
head.  But  what  a  dreadful  reverse  was  felt, 
.vvVkf^Ti  Pie^^cy  was  introduct  d  by  arbitrary  meansj 
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It  was  like  Kmg  SaaJ's  change,  a  bad  spirit  ^Her 
I  a  good. 

It  is  something  remarkable,  that  every  time  that 
Prelacy  was  established  in  Scotland,  it  was  accom- 
panied with  persecution  of  the  Church>  takirig  awajr 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  degeneracy  in  the 
moral  <:haracter  of  the  nation.  The  discipline 
of  the  Presbyterians  was  too  strict  for  the>ing  and 
his  counsellors.  The  bishops  were  ambitious,  and 
their  curates  were  the  dregs  of  society^  ignorant 
and  wicked.  Many  of  the  bishops  had  sworn,  along 
with  the  king  and  his  nobles,  to  support  the  church 
they  had  overturned.  It  was  no  wonder  though 
they  were  regarded  as  coming  in  vnth  perjury  writ- 
ten on  their  foreheads;  where  holiness  to  the  Lord 
had  formerly  been.**  The  consequence  was  that 
ithe  churches  were  deserted,  ^nd  the  ministers  taught 
:hem  from  house  to  house.  This  the  bishops  could 
not  bear,  and  re-enacted  Idvn  ggainst  them.  The 
llaws  against  non- conformity,  says  a  writer  of  that 
jage,  were  so  extraordinary,  and  savoured  so  much 
iof  a  spirit  of  persecution,  were  in  themselves  so 
lUnjust,  and  in  seme  things  so  unriAtural,  that  none 
|:aii  wonder  though  they  sometimes  drove  ihe  poor 
Ipeople  to  desperation.  *'  f  hey  suffered  extremities 
[that  cannot  he  described,  from  hunger,  nakedness? 
jand  the  severity  of  ihe  weather,  lying  u>  dami* 
leaves,  without  covering,  fiie>  or  food*  Niffio  durst 
iharbour  or  relieve  them  upon  the  paia  of  death/^ 
The  heathen  inay  ?  -ge,  and  pr?nces  may  combine, 
to  plot  against  the  Lord  and  his  anointed,  sayings 
Let  us  asunder  break  thctr  bands,  and  cast  their 
I  cords  fiom  us;  He  that  sitteib  in  xhe  heaven  shall 
jtaugh  :  The  Lord  shall,  have  ih/sii^  in  derision. 
iThe  wrath  of  me/i  shall  praise  him. 

The  whirlwirid  of  persecution  carried  the  seed^ 
of  salvation  where  the  influeaee  of  the  Reformaiiou 
had  not  reached.  The  si^otcish  border,  proverbial. 
fm  ficebooters  or  robber-:j  felt  tlie  divine  efftfc??  of 
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the  banished  ministers.  They  ^ere  tlilre  hatrbouriefii 
without  fear  or  dread  of  laws,  and  kindly  enter- 
iRinedb  The  inh  ahitanxs  of  the  heath. covered  moorsi 
and  the  distant  isles  of  the  sea  were  made  glad,  and 
blossomfed  as  the  rose.  Thus,  the  scatferiii  J:  of  this 
mini|ters  litad^  new  inroa 

The  gospel  flourished,  though  driven  from  lempl^ 
made  with  hands-  Many  date  their  cOrtversion  ifrorti 
the  glad  tidings  they  heard  \n  these  wilds,  sayi?^^ 
with  the  Psalmist,  Lo  I  we  !\eard  of  thee  at  Eph« 
xat^h,  we  found  the<e  in  the  geld  of  the  wood* 

It  was  from  these  banished  ministers  that  JoKii 
Brown  received  his  superior  education.  He  was 
intended  for  ilie  churchy  had  not  igui  uncommon  difi 
iiculty  of  expressing  hvs  senunieht^  to  strangers 
prevented  hini  from- prosecuiiBg  his  studies.  Bdl 
what  was  stran'ge^  in  prater  he  wias  gifted  in  ail 
extraordinary  measure,  in  such  ^criptur;^I  languagi^ 
did  he  povir  forth  his  soiii,  and  at  the  $^ffie  tim 
with  Euch  variety,  flueticy  md  aflfection/ jh^t  1m 
appeared  like  one  s^uperh^man.  Ivjany  have  ^  gifj 
ot  prayer  whose  iiyes  bespeak  Xheni  iroz^  th^ 
kingdom  of  heaven*  Such  wns  noi  PriesithiH.  If^ 
actions  with  men  were  just  and  judicK  U^  j  so  mni(3 
so,  that  he  was  intrusted^  when  a  very  yo^ng  man 
with  the  produce  of  the  neigbb  curing  shepherds  ti 
<:arry  to  market,  and  dispose  '^f,  and  brmg  bad! 
what  th^ey  required  in  return.  In  this  capacity,  li| 
croi  the  name  the  Ghristian  Carrier;  apd  vtai 
often  the  first  that  l^ronght  them  tidings  of  the  jri^ii 
chief  that  was  framec;  by  law  against  the  Prebb]| 
Brians.  ^  | 

He  was  nrierely  a  youth  at  the  rising  of  Pentlandl 
and  not  having  been  either  at  the  battje  of  Dvuili 
clo^  or  Bothwell,  he  could  evad^  with  ease  the  i; 
sinaring  questions  that  every  traveller  was  requrro 
to  answer ;  b)  wh  ch  means  he  passed  to  aud  f  i 
anmoiested  ,  a)i hough  he  did  noi  attend  the  cura 
')i  Mu  !  ^hk,  Atio  was  a  siiiy,  easy  creature,  aii 


i^^ct  ihaVe  so  m^hy  tomplzmti  df  hllK^^  parishion^ 
j  as  some  did  :  nor  \)^asr  he  like  ht^  btother  curate 
■  Slfiinty re,:  whc,  one'  Sabbath,  jiist  as  he  rose  to 
ronotioce  th^  blje^sing,  exclatmed,  •*  Dlvel  nor  ane 
i  you  sjBC  beltane  At  which  his  congregatioii 
ere  panic* strtiG'k,  thinking  they  were  betrayed  into 
jl0  hands  of  the  Highland  Host,  tbep  ravagij^^  the 
oiintry  ;  bat  were  I'elieyed  of  their  fears^  hu  next 
l^wUog  opt,  with  a?r  oathy  to  the  door-keeper, 
J^iCs  Tin  an'  a  sorrow  to  you,  an*  put  thae 
heep  cm  o*  my  kail  yard."  This  was  nothing  to 
be  scandajous  lives  of  others,  who  were  guilty  ot 
Itch  thiAg^  as  are  not  even  lo  be  named  — -It  wafi 
infossible  the  well-inform^ed  people  of  Scotland 
lould  hear  such  men,  setting  their  unscriptural  will- 
^^^rsbip  aside. 

i  John  Biowa's  good  education  was  not  lost.  To 
bunteract  the  bad  example  of  the  wicked,  who  ne  w 
S^^lked  on  every  side,  since  vile  men  were  iu  high 
^il^Qe»  every  Monday  night  he  met  with  some  young 
tjejrsons,  and  instructed  them  from  the  Bible  and 
i  15^  Confession  of  Faith*  in  summer,  they  assem- 
'»!ed  iu  a  sheep-bught ;  and  in  winter,  they  formed 
II  circle  wide  aiound  a  large  fire  of  peats  and  candje 
:pal,  that  blazed  in  the  middle  of  the  spencefl  >or* 
flohn  Brnv^rn  v;;as  not  alone  in  this  good  work,  Dav* 
*id  and  William  Steel  were  lielp  mates. 
I  It  was  about  the  year  I68O1  that  Priesthill  got 
^^cquainted  with  Jsabell  Weir^  in  the  parish  of  Sorn* 
'She  was  a  very  superiqr  womap,  though  her  dispp- 
fsidon  was  the  very  r*: verse  of  his.  She  was  lively 
l^^d  humorous,  a;id  could  che  Jr  up  his  grave  coun- 
tenance*  till  he  was  a^  animated  as  herself:  at  oth- 
er trmes,  she  ^^ould  sit  and  lis  rn  to  the  good  sense 
r  of  his  conversation  with  ihe  fe;Viiplicity  of  a  child, 
f^he  ;»aw  him  often,  for  he  had  Vrequendy  business 
'to  transact  with  her  father,  when  he  passed  to  and 
fr  m  vyr.  They  often  talked  of  Zion's  trouble; 
audi  what  was  remarkable,  when  he  sought  her  In 


marriage,  be  told  her  he  felt  a  forebodiilg  m  hii  \\ 
iximd,  iiiat  he  would  oiie  day  be  called'td  seal  the  ji 
Church's  testimony  with  his  blood.  If  it  should  be/i 
so,  she  nobly  aaswered,  through  affliction  and  death  i 
i  will  be  your  comfort  The  Lord  has  promised  i 
n;e  grace,  and  he  will  give  yoU  glory. 

Aii»^l  this>  the  iridulged  ministers  had  gone  so 
far  in  the  f'^  urse  of  defection,  that  the  more  consci« 
€ntiou3  sufferers  had  none  they  could  hear,  after  the 
death  of  Cameron  and  Cargil.  They  resolved  to 
form  themselves  into  societies  to  meet  quarterly,  of 
members  delegated  from  their  weekly  pray er«raeet# 
ings.  The  second  of  these  quarterly  meetitigs  tooK 
place  at  Pnesthili,  Fiibruary,  1682,  where  they 
made  a  contribution  to  send  a  young  man  to  Hol- 
land, to  be  licensed  as  preacher  to  them  The  fruits 
of  this  brought  forward  Mr  kenwick,  of  glorious  j 
memory  Aod  these  meetings,  for  no  other  eudj 
than  to  enj  )y  the  liberty  of  serving  God,  free  from 
:he  impositions  of  mzw  were  e.Mlftted  seditious,  and 
the  memberii  pnn'shed  with  death.  What  a  dread* 
ful  state  Wis  Scotland  in  then,  when  God*s  peoplei 
were  Gounied  her  enemies! 

About  two  months  after  this,  Priesthill  was  mar#i 
ried  by  Mr.  Peden,  who  happened  to  be  in  KyUl 
ba  ptizing  children.  The  marriage  took  place  m  a  I 
glen,  near  the  house.  When  Isabeli  and  her  com.! 
pany  arrived  at  the  spot,  they  were  surprised  at  the! 
assembly  gathered.  Mr.  Peden  welcomed  her,  aiidii 
said,  These  are  to  be  Witnesses  of  your  vows.  They; 
are  all  friends,  and  have  come  at  the  risk  of  their ^ 
lives  to  hear  God's  word,  and  to  countenance  hisj 
ordinance  of  marriage^  After  all  was  over,  Mr.l 
peden  took  Isabel!  aside,  and  said,  You  have  got! 
a-good  husband,  value  him  highly  ;  keep  hnen  for 
a  winding-sheet  beside  you  ;  for  in  a  day  when  yoa; 
least  expect  it,  thy  master  will  be  taken  from  thy| 
head.  In  him  the  image  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour ! 
is  too  visible  to  pass  unnoticed,  by  those  who  drive  | 
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ibe  chariot  wheels  of  perseGiitic/n  tJit^iugli  the  bi  eaddi 
0id  length  of  bleeding  ScoiVind;  But  fear  not/thoa 
^lialt  be  comforted 

John  Brown  had,  by  a  fDrm^f  wife,  a  little  gifl 
about  live  ye^rs  of  a^re,  who,  on  the  moraing  aker 
his  marriage,  lifred  the  latch  ef  the  spence  door, 
I  and  fiadiEig  Isabell  alone,  said,  while  she  covered 
I  lier  fnce  shily  with  her  arm,       Hiey  say  you  lue 

mother^  **  What  if  i  should  be  your  mother 
teplied  Isabell.  Naething,  but  it  I  thought  ye 
ivere  my  mother,  I  would'  like  to  come  in  aside  ye 
iawee,"  said  Jennie,  with  anless  simphcity.  **  1  hope 
1  will  be  your  mother,  my  bairn,  and  that  G  >d 
wll  give  me  grace  to  be  so,  and  that  you  will  boa 
totnfort  to  me  and  your  f-ither/^  And  she  proved 
so.  When  bat  a  child  she  was  a  help  and  pleasurf* 
totbem:  She  would  watch  her  father's  return, 
!  and  as  soon  as  she  saw  his  pack  horse  atadLiance, 
I  coming  aloag  the  bent  she  would  announce  the 
joyful  tidings*  Then  the  gudewife  hasted,  a  rd 
made  ready  the  muk-  porridg©,  had  them  disheJ, 
>  tovered  with  a  clean  cloth,  and  warm  water  to 
wash  his  weary  feet,  a  biasing  fire,  a  clean  hearth, 
and  she  Xnd  Janet  would  go  out  and  welcome^  him 
home,  and  help  him  off  with  his  horse's  load- 

The  domestic  peace  and  corafortof  Priesthiil  are 
talked  of  to  this  day  ;  and  many  anecdo^s  are  toldj^ 
and  one  among  ihe  rest,  th^t  liluitrates  the  pre- 
cept of  hospitahty  to  strangers,  for  thereby  soxne 
have  eatertamed  aogeU  unawares.  The  second  year 
after  his  marriage,  one  night  in  the  beginning  of 
winter,  John  Brown  had  gone  to  a  neighbour's 
house.  The  famdy  at  home  were  preparing  the 
wool  of  their  flocks  for  hodden  grey  A-loih;  to  aell 
at  Lrowrie's  fair  in  Hamilton.  The  shepherd  card- 
ed the  black  and  white  wool  togetl-er,  for  the  \ve- 
mcn  to  spin  i  Janet  and  the  herd  boy  v/ere  tea^big 
for  the  carder  :  The  sj;udewi}:e  sat  r.ursing  her  first 
bom  su:i  au-oa?5^'Sid^f  the  fire  ^  whea  ihfJ  dog^  wbicli 
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lay  at  full  length  at  the  oiher,  started  upj  and  rail 
to  the  door,  barking  at  ih^  approach  of  a  strHriger* 
Isabell  thought  it  would  be  he?  hushapd  returned, 
and  was  about  to  rise  to  iricet  him^  Janet  and  the 
h^rd  were  almosr  as  soon  at  the  door  as  the  dog, 
and  ca  iinjer  to  him,  **  Whisht,  ColHe,  whisht,  ye 
rnu'na  speak  to  the  unco  man.*'  The  herd  cauj^^^ht 
the  dog  %n  his  armsj  and  returned  with  him  into  the 
house^  while  Janet  followed,  leading  a  stranger,  first 
looking  to  hermoihet  for  encouragement,  and  then 
to  her  guest  She  led  him  to  her  faihcr's  chair  widi 
a  courtesy  that  stezned  to  give  rise  to  strong  cxno* 
lions  in  his  Veart. 

i'be  strangtr  \^  as  young  in  years,  of  a  little  sta* 
lure,  '«*nd  fine  fair  countenance,  but  he  was  pale 
v/uh  fatigue  and  sickness.  His  shoes  were  worn  out ; 

ibepherd's  plaid  bung  round  him,  seemingly  fof 
dlsgu  se?  for  by  liis  dress  and  speech  he  seemed  of 
s  superior  rank  The  gudewife  did  not  know  whe- 
ther she  should  welcome  him  as  a  suffertr,  or  con.* 
slder  him  as  a  spy  ;  so  she  lulled  her  hof  to  sleep, 
by  ringing  a  verse  of  an  old  song. 

While  the  gudfrwiie  sang,  the  stranger's  face 
brightened  up.  and  bo  more  ciseerfully  accepted  the 
child's  efidearing  attentions,  uho  placed  him  in  the 
warmest  corner,  helped  him.  off  with  his  dreeping 
^]2i\cU  im??.^.ung  all  the  kind  offices  she  had  seen 
her  mother  perform  to  her  father,  to  the  no  small 
amivsement  of  the  re&t  of  tlie  family.  On  the  stran- 
ger it  nad  a  different  effect.  He  burst  into  tears, 
and  cried,  ♦vMay  the  blessing  of  him  that  is  ready 
tcy  perish  rest  upou  you,  my  dear  bairm  Surely 
God  has  heard  my  cry,  and  provided  me  a  place  to 
yest  my  head  for  a  mght  O  that  1  had  in  the  wil- 
dernest  a  lodging-place  of  wayfaring  men,  that  I 
jnight  leave  my  people  arid  go  from  them ;  for  they 
he  an  assembly  of  treaclieroTis  men*'* 

Just  as  he  had  finisiied  John  Brown  entered.  He 
^ai^ed     biir),  and  with  great  deference  bade  him 
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t^'dcome'to  h»s  house.  *  Do  ycu  kiiov/  me  ?^  said 
the  str?aiger,  I  think  I  do,  ^-^id  John  Brown.  It 
%fiis  Iff  this  house  that  the  societies  met  that  cotiiri- 
fcuttd  io  send  you  to  Hollatid,  and  now  I  fear  they 
have  Aot  reteived  yot!  (at  leait  some  of  them,)  as 
they  o^ght  *  Their  reproach  has  not  broken  my 
heart/  said  Mr.  Renwick,  (for  it  was  he,  though 
he  was  not  named  before  the  family,)  *but  the  ex- 
cessive tfaveUing,  xiight  wancieiings,  Lmseasonablc 
sleep,  frequent  preaching  in  all  weathers,  especially 
in  the  fiight,  has  so  debilitated  me»  that  I  am  unfit 
often  for  my  work.  The  reproach  of  those  who 
called  me  to  the  ministry;  I  lock  upon  as  a  deviCi'^ 
of  the  enenay  to  stop  the  Lord*s  work  :  but  blessed 
be  his  gr^ce  that  has  kt^pt  me  frorn  mixing  acigei: 
Or  scorn  of  them  with  my  sorrow,  ijome  have  de^ 
clarcd,  that  Twill  never  be  honoured  of  the  Lord 
to  do  his  poor  remnant  g^^d*  B tit  one  thing  I 
know,  and  may  say/  that  the  liord  h«s  done 
good.  Oh  !  let  none  fear  a  sufferings  lot.  Enemit  r. 
think  themselves  satisfied  that  we  are  put  to  v/snder 
in  mosses,  and  upon  the  mountains;  but  even 
amidst  the  storms  uf  these  lasttwo  nights^  1  cannot 
express  what  sweet  times  I  have  had,  when  1  had 
HO  covering  but  the  dark  c  .irtains  of  night.  Yea, 
tn  the  silent  watch,  my  mmd  was  led  oqt  to  admire 
the  dt^fep  and  inesprci*iible  ocean  of  |(>y,  wherein  the 
iJ^hole  family  of  heaven  swirn.  Eacli  star  led  me 
to  wonder  what  he  must  be  who  is  the  Star  of  Ja^ 
cob,  of  whom  all  stars  borrow  their  shining.  I:;- 
deed,  if  I  may  term  it,  Tarn  much  obliged  to  ene- 
mies they  have  covered  me  many  a  table  in  the 
wilderness  and  have  made  me  many  friends  whe:"^.' 
1  never  expected  them  • 

When  he  ceased  speaking,  every  on^  of  the  {.u 
laily  strove  to  do  him  some  kindness.  He  remain, 
ed  another  night  with  them,  and  was  greatly  bet- 
tered m  his  health.  In  those  days,  hospitality  was 
with  many  what  it  ought  to  te,  purely  exer 


xh  ed  fcr  Gwcl\<:  glory,  and  wklicy  t  display  of  gran- 
deur. The  irotives  were  I'ke  sHver  trsed  ;  it  uas 
fit  the  r?sfc  of  all,  even  life.  HeriGe,  the  jay  cf 
^I'Ch  p:ue  inlercoiirse  was  s'^eet,  beyond  descrip- 
tion As  iron  shnrpeneth  iron,  so  doth  the  faee  of 
jnian  his  friend  P.ehwick:  and  Priesthill  talked  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  chunch,  her  testimnny,  her  co* 
vcnanteci  cause,  and  her  ultimate  triumph.  Yes, 
ti  ey  had  more  ccrr.fcrt  in  the  faith  that  Ghiist 
wonld  one  day  be  head  over  all  things.  King  of 
kings,  ar-d  lord  of  lords,  than  the  wicked  have, 
wlien  cm  n  and  wire  do  most  abound. 

Mr.  M'Ward,  -a  ho  was  -  some  tifr  e  n'iini?ferVif  the 
Tron  Church,  Glasgow,  wrote  a  long  letter  frt  m 
Koll-rnd  to  the  sijfferers,  (-DnclncUrAg  with  these  te« 
Biarkcible  vords :  <  rhrnigh  all  the  pov/ers  on  earth 
should  ccn-biue  to  settle  ihe  Siiprerracy  on  the  head 
of  a  mortal,  the  innTnortal  God  shall,  with  the  onrt- 
r'tpotent  power  rf  his  arm,  shaVe  the  usurper  out  <  f 
)(is  seat,  and  settle  the  throne  of  his  Anointed- upon 
the  ruir.  s  of  his  adversapes.  Kath  Christ  bought 
his  cro\^n  and  sceptre  with  his  blood  ?  And  hatnhe 
^urh  a  Tight  and  tirie  to  it  ^  Aiid  hath  he  all  pow-  , 
er  in  heaven  and  in  earih,  for  i^ecuring  him  the  pos- 
.«,esnon  of  his  purchase?  And  shall  any  mortal  of- 
fer  to  mount  hi«  throne,  pull  the  crown  from  his 
head,  and  clothe  himself  v/itlf  the  spoils  of  the  Mc* 
diator's  honour  !  and  keep  himself  in  possession  of 
wliat  he  has  taken  from  the  Sm  chGod  !  O  v;*?n  ! 
:Uiempt  !  What  says  the  second  Psaltp?  C»  letH 
?hrm  Tend  tbc^r  doon^  [n  vrrse  s  4  th  and  Sth.  He 
•/hall  dv^sh  them  in  pieces  His  crrvwn  shall  rlour^ 
on  his  own  head,  and  his  enemies  will  he  clothe 
with  iIiFnie,  v^hn  cared  to  tale  it  by  our  la'xs'— 
Thfy  corr]f<r'.ed  themselves  in  these  hopes,  and 
vith  the  s?;i:T?:arce  that  the  Lord  would  one  day  re^ 
turn  to- Scotland,  avid  that  the  place  of  his  leet 
w.ould  be  gior:r'!(S» 

'6oon  alrer  Mr.  Reii^^ick  kft  Plie^thill,  hia  fol^ 
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lowert  and  lie  published  thetr  Apologetic  Declara* 
lion.  Mr.  RenwJck  was  at  firsi  averse  t9  the  mea* 
sure,  but  at  last  agreed. 

It  <vas  under  such  circumstances  that  the  Apolo- 
get!C  D^?claration  was  published  In  it  may  be  seen 
i  a  spirit,  still  in  Scotland,  that  dared  to  be  free  from 
tyranny  ;  a  spirit  that  animated  the  first  Reformers  ; 
that  would,  one  day,  speak  terrible  things  in  righ- 
teousness 

A  lthough  this  effort  of  freedom  was  like  the  child 
threshirii^  the  mountain»  and  its  consequence  appar. 
ently  the  same;  save,  that  the  church  on  this  ac* 
count  suffered  much  ;  the  court  party  mak'np^  it  a 
jpretence  for  sending  more  soldiers  on  the  country, 
particularly  about  Lanark  vainly  thinking  it  woald 
never  be  well  with  them,  till  the  south  and  west  of 
Scotland  were  made  a  hunting  field  ;  and  the  better 
to  execute  this,  any  soldier  in  the  ranks  had  liberty 
to  shoot  all  they  thought  suspicious ;  ^.nd  it  was  not 
long,  till  there  was  scarce  a  moss  or  mountain  in  the 
wen  of  Scotland  but  was  flowered  with  martyrs. 

The  society  that  met  at  Priesthill  was  soon  broken 
up.  John  VVilson,  and  John  Smith,  of  Lesmahago, 
were  shot  by  Colonel  Buchan  and  the  Laird  ot  Lee,, 
in  February  1635  John  Brown  of  Blackwood,  in 
the  same  parish,  was  shot  in  the  beginning  of  March 
following,  by  L?eutenant  Murray,  after  tht;  promise^ 
of  quarter  The  pure  snow,  then  on  the  ground, 
was  stained  with  his  blood.  His  corpse  was  buried; 
under  cloud  of  night.  Hear  to  the  spot  where  he  was 
treacherously  slain. 

Murray  might  murder  such  as  godly  Brown, 
^  But  could  not  rcb  him  of  that  glorious  crown 
'      He  now  enjoys     His  credit  not  his  crime, 

Was  non-compliauce  with  a  wicked  time. 

el  These  lines  are  inscribed  on  the  stone  that  covers 
his  grave 

^     After  this,  John  Brown  could  not  contimie  hi$ 


huslriess  of  Carrier,  tlioiigli  lie  hzd  no  fcand  m  the 
Apologretic  Declaration,  His  opinion  (and  hig 
conduct  was  consistent  with  u,)  that  be  ought 
TO  live  as  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  wkhout  sin* 
Xet  he  was  often  obliged  to  betake  to  the  high  lands 

Kyle,  and  of  Lanarkshue,  and  to  bear  the  chll* 
!ing  coM  of  March  and  April  winds,  with  th6  vnoit 
Hitter  blast  nf  persecution.  Still,  however,  amidst 
♦-he  storms  of  nature,  and  of  the  political  heavens, 
lie  had  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  arcmnd  his  head, 
and  enjoyed  a  freedom  and  pleastire  that  iiis  ene- 
fn*>s  could  nor  rob  him  of. 

On  one  of  those  days,  when  driven  from  his  home, 
he  f^ed  for  refuge  ta  a  deep  ravme,  or  moss  hag, 
that  had  been  formed  by  the  current  of  a  water- 
spout, carrying  shrubs,  soih  moss*  and  all  before 
itv  to  the  dale  land  her eath,  leaving  a  (rij^htful 
chasm,  amidst  a  vast  field  of  heaths  Tts  deep  Rlos« 
ty  sides  mace  it  inaccessible  to  strangers:  only  ih^ 
neighbouring  husb;*rdmen  knew  where  the  brae  1?- 
fns  hid  the  recks,  whose  shelvy  sides  condtjcted  to 
the  bottom.  Inr  the  sides  of  this  natural  alley,  vrere 
dens  f-.nd  cavei?,  sufficient  to  hide  a  large  company. 
In  one  of  these  Pricsthili  intended  to  spend  the  day 
in  prayer  ;  and  had  begun  to  pour  out  his  souL  in 
the  words  of  Lamentations  iii  40,  and  downwards, 
v/hen  a  sweet  sound  re^^ched  his  ear,  that  seemed 
to  proceed  from  another  part  of  ihe  moss  hag 
At  first  it  was  in  a  soft  under  voice,  as  afraid  to 
fceaid,  but  scon  rose  j*bove  all  fek;r,  j*^  ined  with 
others;  and  the  cxlii.  Psalm  was  distincily  ^ung 

*  It  is  the  hallowed  s<*i3rTd  praising  God;  an  J 
by  some  f^llow-^ufitrrers said  John  Brown,  as  he 
ai  ose  from  his  knees,  to  search  them  out.  And  to 
his  no  imall  joy  found  rut  David  and  William  i 
StedjbTs  neighbours,  ai  d  Joseph  Wilson  from  Les* 
rViahago,  in  the  cleft  of  a  rork  that  jutted  hslf-wayj 
into  the  ravme.  David  Stetl  had  a  narrow  escape | 
iht  day  before  this.    When  just  about  to  begin  the  ; 
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rnotning  worslnip,  one  cried  out,  *  There  Is  the  en^- 
15    my  coming  '    He  arose  with  the  Bible  under  his 
I    arm,  5?nd,  without  knoU'irg  v/hat  he  was  about, 
went  into  the  byre,  and  laid  hiiiiself  down  in  an 
J    empty  cow-staU»  putting  the  Bibje  on  his  breast, 
H»*?  wife,  frqnilly  unconscions,  turned  over  hi»Ti 
a  heap  of  bedding*  just  as  the  soldiers  entered  the 
phce.    They  stubbed  the  straw  where  he  lay,  but 
the  Bible  received  the  point  of  the  sword,  ard  they 
leh  the  house  v;lthout  Bndinijf  their  victim.  William 
Steel's  house  was  near  at  hand»  and  was  also  search- 
ed    Kis  wife  had  locked  him  ill  her  clothes-press. 
AftcV  they  searched  every  place  without  success, 
and  had  left  the  house,  a  soldier  returned,  and  said 
to  the  p:udewife,  *  Mistress,  qey.t  time  you  hide,  hide 
better .  part  of  your  husband's  coat  is  locked  wsth- 
cut  y  'ur  press;/  and  with  these  words,  he  left  her, 
to  jn'm  his  conr^pany.    After  he  was  gone,  to  her 
amazement,  she  found  it  as  the  soldier  had  said/ 
It  was  to  avoid  such  harassing  scenes,  that  they 
had  all  fled  to  the  ravine;  and  they  found  to  their 
"sweet  experience,^  this  dreary  waste  a  Be thei ;  and 
in  their  harassings  ar^d  hldJnj^s,  as  \l  was  with  Moses 
on  the  mount,  nearest  God  v^hen  farthest  from  crea* 
tare  comforts.     Wl  day,  they  read  God's  word 
and  prayed  by  turns;  and  durinjr  the  dark  and  sil. 
en»"  watches  of  the  ni^lit?  by  turns  they  prayed  and 
prai'  ed. 

William  Steel,  who  escaped  death  from  the  per- 
secutors,  and  lived  many  \ears  after  the  Rerolu- 
tion,  said  often,  i*  ever  there  was  a  time  m  his  life 
that  he  would  wish  to  erj*iy  over  ap^am,  it  was  that 
in  which  he  suiTered  persecution  ;  especially  that 
driy  and  night  he  spert  ^»  the  moss  hag.  They  all 
thought  it  would  he  ^heir  last  meeting  on  earth  — 
He  WIS  the  first  that  ascended  from  the  ravine,  to 
look  if  the  enemy  were  in  view  ;  and  it  being  a 
clear  morrmj?,  and  no  person  in  sighti  they  all  foU 
lowed,  and  were  standing  to  consult  on  the  separ- 


14 

ate  na^s  rl'iey  would  take  horn?,  to  prevent  them 
fro-n  beinsf  seen,  when  thejr  were  struck  siknt  bt 
a  voice,  sweeter  than  any  thing  they  had  ever  henrd^ 
passing  over  the  ravine,  singing  these  words  ;— 

O'l  1  let  the  prisoners*  sighs  ascend 

Before  thy  sight  on  high  ; 
Pre'ierve  those  by  thy  mighty  powert 

Th.4t  are  ordained  to  die. 

And  a;xa4n,  while  they  still  stood  speechless,  ano* 
ther  voI<:e  sang,  ?b  tones  of  exultation 

Thougli  ye  have  lain  among  the  pots, 

Like  doves  ye  shall  appear, 
Whose  wings  with  silver,  and  with  gold 

Whose  feathers  covered  are. 

After  standing  for  some  time  looking  at  one  ano» 
then  some  of  them  thought  they  had  left  other  wor« 
shippers  in  the  moss  hag  'Otbers  thought  that  ihc 
sound  echoed  from  a  greater  distance,  VVhoever 
or  wherever  the  words  come  from,  we  have  little 
concern,"  sai^  John  Brown ;  "  one  thmg  we  may 
take  c  imfort  from;  thev  are  God's  words  to  his 
church  in  affl  ccisjn  ;  and  that  is  our  situation. — 
Who  lye  among  ^he  pots'  We  ^culiions,  bla<ik  la 
the  opinion  of  our  enemies.  But  God  sees  us  not 
as  man  sees  us,  but  compares  us  to  doves;  doves 
on  the  wing,  whose  feathers  of  gold  and  silver  are 
be  t  seem  w^hile  they  fly.  It  may  be,  we  are  on  the 
wing  to  an  eternal  world*  and  this  Bethel  meeting 
is  preparing  us  to  mount  up  with  wings  like  eagles. 
If  £0,  let  us  keep  m  tnind,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
bo  ist  of,  but  grace,  grace ;  unto  it  is  our  acknow* 
ledgment  While  he  spoke,  bis  comxtenance 
beamed  the  pleasantest  ever  they  had  seen ;  and 
>vhen  he  parted  from  them,  they  stood  and  looked 
after  !\im  It  was  the  l  isi  i  me  they  saw  him 
life^  and  the  last  tini^  ih^^y  heard  him  speak.  He 
had  a  most  uncommon  talent  in  commanicai,ing  m* 
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Ti  ftrmatJoi!  and  cqosolatipn ,  to  others,  and.  ^bf^i  iit 
came  himself  to  be  tried,  he  was  not  Itft  a  cast'. 

.  Amon<2f  tlie  last  of  the  needy  adyenJurf^Ts  of 
Ghgirles  lid's  reign,  who  could  swim  through  the 
blood  of  thej'r  more  conscientious  country ifTien,  to 
favour  and  emolument,  w^is  Graham  of  Ciaver- 
ih«^use  lie  was  descended  from  the  hou-^e  of 
Montrose,  and  was  educated  in  France,-  the  be^t 
fichoul  for  dissolute  manners  and  c?"uelr7.  He  f  vagbt 
ag  ii^ist  the  F»ench -in  the  Low  Counrrie??  under  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  but  being  refused  the  command 
of  one  of  the  Scottish  regin^enrs,  then  in  the  Dutch' 
service »  he  left  it  in  disgust,  and  came  o%'er  to  En^;- 
land.  His  dissoUiie  manners  and  vivacity  soon  got 
him  nvftice  at  court,  and  the  command  of  ^  partf 
of  Highlanders.*'  H  s  fjrst  appearance  on  the  stage 
of  Scotland *s  tragedy  was  m  1678?  taking:  free 
qiKir^rrs  for  himself  and  men  in  the  h^Mise  of  Gilbert 
M*M  ch€n,  m  New  Gleniuce;  and  when  they  wert 
^oiE  beside  what  ihfiy  consumed,  they  took  with 
them  Three  horses,  \^^orth  ten  pounds  each  In  every 
succeeding  appearance  he  may  be  marked  as  rising 
ki  cruelty  and  ejcaction. 

.  *V  What  Bishor  Burnet  says  of  Dakiel,  may  be 
affirmed  of  Cla^erhouse  with  equal,  or  perhaps  with 
-greater  truth  ;  that  he  acted  the  Muscovite  too 
grossly,  threatening  to  .jipit  men,  and  roast  them 
alive.  He  pleaded  in  excuse  that  terror  was  true 
mercy,  if  jt  put  an  end  to,  or  pn? vented  war." 

Chairks  beiucy  now^derid,  James,  Duke  of  York* 
rfqiiired  s'lrh  instruments  ?o  compj  1  submission  to 
h'n  sy^tt-m  of  cruelty  Having  now  thrown  o^,  the 
mask,  the  suspicion  of  the  Reforriiers,  that  Prela«y 
was  to  be  handmaid  to  the  inttoduct'on  of  P(>pery 
in  t^cotland,  was  verified,  F^r  t^at  purpose  he 
enir\rgen  the  commission  of  Claverbouse,  and  create 
ed  hsm  Viscount  of  Danoee;  and  nope  w^s  beuer 
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Ene  A  to  drive /if!  Ruin' f  p  througli  every 

thinp  tba-  cimld  make  life  desirable. 

*  The  measure  of  fixtn^^  garrisons  of  soldier^^- 
tfrrough  rhe  South  and  We%t  todnties.  as  if  Scot- 
laad  had  been  invaded  by'  a  fmeigil  enei?ny,  vvas* 
the  beginning  of  many  cold-blootfed  murders  in 
the  field-  One  of  these  garrisons  was  fixed  at  Les- 
mahago.*'  Claverhouse  came  unexpectedly  there, 
late  on  the  last  nipht  of  Apr  I,  1685,  and  having 
heard  of  John  Brown's  p  ety  and  non^conformity, 
hy  six  oMock  next  morning  he  wa*f  at  Priesthiil.— 
A  proof  how  he  thirsted  after  the  blood  of  such 
men. 

John  Brown,  as  usual,  had  arisen  with  the  dawn, 
and  had  offered  up  the  morning  sacrifice.  His 
wife  often  told  how  remarkably  the  PsalT»>  sung 
that  morning,  tervded  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  their 
minds  Jt  was  Psalm  xxvii.  1— 4.  The  chapter 
read  was  John  xvi ,  eqaaliy  suitable  ;  and  his  pray- 
ers were  like  those  of  nne  lost  to  the  world,  and  en- 
tered into  the  holy  of  holies,  through  the  rent  vail 
of  the  Redeemer's  death. 

How  g.->bd  it  is,  when  the  Lord  comes,  to  be 
found  watching  in  the  way  of  doing  our  duty,  was« 
ex^ieri«nced  in  no  small  measure  by  the  family  at 
Priesthiil  :^fter  worship,  the  guderoan  went  to 
the  hill  to  prepare  some  peat  ground ;  the  servants- 
were  also  out  but  at  soiiie  distance^  when  Ciaver* 
houst?  surrounded  the  helpless  man  with  three  troops 
of  dragoons,  and  brought  hirn  down  to  his  own 
house.  He  left  his  impWments  of  industry  with 
great  composure  and  walked  down  before  them 
more  like  a  leader  than  a  captive. 

Meanwhile  Janet  had  alarmed  her  mother  by  tel- 
ling her  that  a  great  many  horsemen  were  coming 
dovrn  the  hill  with  her  father.  *'  The  thin^  that  I 
feared  is  come  upon  me;  O  give  tne  grace  for  this 
hour,"  said  her  mother,  hastily  taking  op  her  boy, 
and  wrapping  him  in  her  pLiid,  and  taking  Janet 
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kj  the  handf  ^he  went  out  to  meet  her  fo^^y  P/ay* 
ng  in  secret  as  she  went 

The  leisurely  way  of  ei;amining  persons  by  la,w^ 
ti  which,  there  was  soU)e  seinblapce  of  justicei  was 
Qow  departed  from.  CJlaverhouse  simply  asfced 
tohn  Brown^  Why  he  did  POt  attend  the  curatei^ 
|nd  if  he  would  pray  for  king  James,  it  was  re. 
i^arkahle  that>  though  a.  stammerer  in  speech  lo 
strangers,  this  mornrng^  he  answered  Claverhouse. 
diMinctly.    He  said  he  acknowledged  only  Chilst 

supreme  head  of  the  Qharch,  and  could  not  at* 
^nd  the  c.uratesi  because  they  were  placed  there 
icoatrsry  to  bis  Ja^,  and  were  nniere  treaturei  ofth^ 
bishops,  and  the  bishopl  ^eH  creatures  of  th«  klr/r  \ 
and  he  being  a.  Papist,  and  himself  a  Protestant 
Presbyterian,  who)  ^Umg  with  all  ranks  in^ie  na- 
tion, had  swora  ^nd  covenanted  to  God,  that  no 
tapist  should  H^ir  rule  over  tiiese  lands  ;  so  that 
be  neither  could  nor  woijd  pray  for  him*  But  if 
y  repented*  arid  turned  from  his  wicked  way,  he 
woUia  acknowledge,  obey*  and  pray  for  hira»— * 
tpon  bearing  wliich  Claverhouse  sald^  Go  to  your 
prayers,  for  you  shall  immediately  die;  which  he 
did  in  such  a  manner  as  filled  the  troops  with 
inmazement.  On  his^  family,  it  had  n  different  eiFeet. 
His  wife,  who  was  great  with  childj  with  another 
in  her  arms,  and  Janet  at  her  side*  stood  while  he 
prayed  "  tJiat  every  covenanted  blessing  might  be 
poured  upon  her  and  hur  children,  born  and  ua» 
born,  as  ooe  tefreshed  by  ttie  influertce  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  when  he  comes  down  like  rain  upon  the 
JQOown  gr^sij,  as  bhowerfe  upon  the  earth*** 
r  Thett-  IS  a  light  in  tfjc  chrstian's  ide  that  dlscov- 
'  tx%-  the  spt>ts  of  the  wickea,  and  tormeriti  ihem  be- 
fore lit  time.  \Vh-x.'n  Clave)  house  couli  be  ir  his 
prayers  no  )onf»er,  aiid  tad  buccefdt  d,  aficr  inter- 
rupting him  twice,  with  the  most  biispMciiiOiis  ian* 
guage,  to  raise  him  from  his  knees,  J*  un  Brown 
said  to  his  wiie — Isab^fU,  this  is  thi?  day  I  told  you 
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i&F,  before  wie  were  married ;  and  added,  with  hU  - 
^sual  kindness,  You  see  tne  summoned  to  appear, 
ih  a  few  tninutes  before  the  court  of  heaven,  as  a 
W^jess  in  our  Redeemer's  cause,  ngmmt  the  Ruler 
of  Scotland     A.re  y  on  wiilmg  that  I  should  pare 
from  you?    Heartiiy  wiiiing,  s^^ id  she,  m  a  voice 
that  spoke  her  regard  for  her  husbsud,  and  her  sab« 
mission  to  the  Lord,  even  when  he  called  her  to 
bow  before  his  teiTible  things    **  Fhat  is  all  I  wait 
for  :  O  death,  where  is  thy  siing !  O  grave,  where 
will  be  thy  victory!*^  said  John  Brown,  while  he 
tenderly  laid  his  arms  around  her,  kissed  her  and' 
his  little  boy,  and  lastly  Janet:  saying  io  her,  My 
sweet  bairn,  give  your  hand  to  God  as  your  guide  j 
and  be  your  mothi?r's  comfort — -He  conW  add  na 
inorei%  tide  of  tcaderness  oversowed  his^  heartc--* 
At  last^  he  uttered  these  vvords^    Blessed  be  thoUf 
O  Holy  Spirit  1  th^'4  speaiceth  mote  eomfiirt  to  my 
il^art  than  the  voice  of  rtiy  oppressora  can  speak  i 
terror  to  my  ears  r*  Thusj  when  the  Lord  brought  I 
his  witness  ta  be  tned>  he  discovered  such  nragtja*  I 
uimity  that,  as  he  fell,  he  conquered  hi*  persecutor^*  i 
If,  in  the  chribtian's  iife.  there  is  a  light  that  dis.  i 
covers  the  spots  of  the  wicked  ;  so,  in  the  martyr's  j  i 
heroic  grappling  with  death,  there  was  a  hfai  thzt  \ 
scorcl?fcd  past  end iiriRg^i    It  was  douhik&s  under 
this  feeling  that  Glaverh^  use  ordered  ^ix  of  his  dra-j  ( 
goons  to  shoot  him,  ere  the  last  wcird«  were  out  of|  j 
his  mouth:  but  hi^  prayers  and  conduct  had  drs-j  j 
armed  them  from  petforming  such  a  savage  actionil  ^ 
They  stood  moHoiUe^s     Fearing  for  their  mutiny^!  |( 
Claverhouse  snatched  a  pistol  from  his  own  bek^l  1, 
md  shot  him  through  tbe  head..-  ^. A r^d  whiJej 
his  t^^ops  slunk  lirom  the  awful  scene,  he,  like  a,  ^ 
beasL  of  prey  that  trampiejs  and-hcwls  over  a  fallenj  nj 
victinj,  insulted  the  tender  hearted  wifcj  while  sh^l  t, 
ga  hered  up  the  shaUeird  head,  by  taunting  jeers  :j  I 
•  What  ihink^^^  r  fhou  of  thy  husband  now,  wo/nan?*i 
i  ever  thought  rnickle  good  of  hin:/'  suij  she,i  (; 
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*  and  nbw  more  than  ever.*  Hej!  seeing  her  cour» 
age,  said,  '  It  were  but  justice  to  lay  thee  beside 
him/  She  replied,  *  If  ye  were  permitted*  I  doubt 
not  your  cruelty  could  go  thai  length  ;  but  how 
will  ye  answer  for  ih^s  morning's  work.*  With 
a  countenance  that  belted  his  words,  he  answered* 

*  To  men  i  can  be  answerable,  and  as  for  God,  I 
will  take  him  m  my  own  hands Thus  saying*  *)e 
hastily  put  spurs  to  his  hor^ie,  and  left  her  v:ith  the 
corpse.  She  tied  up  his  head  with  her  napkin^ 
Composed  his  body,  covered  it  with  her  plai;ij  and 
when  she  had  nothing  further  to*  do  or  contend 
wiih,  she  sat  down  on  the  ground,  drew  her  chxU 
drento  her,  and  wept  over  her  mangled  husband. 

But  think  not,  reader,  she  was  miserable;  it  is 
finly  when  we  have  brought  on  ourselves  our  aiflic* 
i;ions,  that  we  are  miserable  under  them.  Nor  think 
thSt  ;h6  wa^  alone.  Are  not  angels  ministering 
spirits  to  belle In  ladr  ti Clicks?  And  heing 
^pbits  ch**y  are  v/eii  nt(e4  for  the  service^  Thej 
can  r<tach  tiie  spirit  with  healing  on  their  wings,— 
They  soothe,  they  comfort  the  afBrcted  widows- 
There  are  aUa  kiuarad  splriti>  with  an-gelsy  here  on 
i?arih,  in  whom  the  Most  High  Grod  puts  his  Spirit, 
to  speak  a  word  in  seasim  to  the  weary  scuL 

The  n^ourners.  of  F.iesthill  did  not  long  \/ant 
friends.  Tlie  report  of  the  foul  deed  circulated 
yapidiy,  creaiin^?;  dismay  and  abhorrence.  Who 
now  ccidd.  think  chemseivtis  safe,  when  John  Brown 
was  thus  treated,  who  was  not  otherwise  obnoxious 
to  government  than  in  not  attending  the  curate,  and 
be  several  mfies  distanc  f  The  first  who  arrived  oii 
the  spot  was  David  SreePs  wife,  one  well  fitted  to 
comFciii  m  the  most  trying  dispensation.  She  ran 
up  the  group,  and  throwing  her  anns  around 
them,  saluted  Isabell  thus,  -  Wow  woman!  and 
has  your  Piaster  been  taken  from  your  head  this 
day  ?  and  w  ^n  the  martyr's  crown  ?  and  has 

God  taken  you  and  yom  chitdTca  under  his  Qivn 


tar^t  saymg,  I  i^'ijl  be  a  husband  to  the  widow,  and 
a  father  to  the  fatherless  ?  No  wonder  though  ye 
are  overcome  and  astonished  at  his  doings,*'  This 
salutation  aroused  and  strengthened  the  wtdov^r. 
She  renssmbered  the  words  of  Mr.  Peden,  and  she 
arose  from  the  ground  to  search  out  the  linen  he 
b>d  wgrned  her  to  prepare/  About  this  time  David 
Steel  and  William  Steel,  with  his  wife,  anived  aaxi 
assisted  IsabeU  to  bring  in  and  wrap  up  the  prec'ous 
dust.  All  was  done,  while  the  silence  of  deafh 
reigned  over  the  household'. 

^  After  breakfast,  David  Steel  teok  the  Bible,  amd, 
m  the  ordinary  course  of  the  family,  h^g^n  the 
worship  of  God  by  Mnging  part  of  the  conK)latoyy, 
{>salm  that  remained  unsung  in  the  m/^rning  :-^and 
followed  also  the  footsteps  cf  his  /riend  by  reading 
the  xviiih  chapter  of  John.  Isabell,  received  with 
composure  her  visitors,  many  of  whom  cairne  at  tfe$ 
risk  of  their  ii?es  to  condole  \^ith  her. 

As  was  said  of  the  protomartyr  Stephen,  devout 
lOtien  carried, Jkim  to  his  burial,  in  like  manner  was^^ 
John  Brown,  for  lUe^ly  God's  hidden  ones  carried* 
him  forth,  and  laid  bim  in  his  grave,  on  the  very 
spot  where  he  fell.  And  as  the  disciples,  after 
tliey  had  seen  the  Lord  ascend,  retnrncd  unto  Jeru- 
salem rejoicing,  in  like  manner  did  the  compiny  at 
Pflesthili  rejoice,  and  had  their  *  song  la  the  night.' 

Every  writer  of  that  age,  among  the  sufferers,, 
bears  witness  how  wonderfully  they  who  suffered 
were  borne  up,  as  on  eagle's  wings,  above  tne 
world*s  scoj  n  and  hatred.  Asie  ail  the  letters  wnt* 
ten  by  Ru-herford  aad  others,  down  to  tho-se  writ* 
ten  by  S  r  R»  Hamilton.  Ask  the  dying  iestrm(v 
nies*  from  Argyle  and  Guthrie  to  Renwick.  They 
w  uid  tiil  volumes,  and  establish  the  truth,  that 
one  hk'^t  unto  tne  Son  of  God  v/aiked  with  ihem  In 
the  fivTy  furnace  of  'ffiction.  Renw  ck  writt  s,  on 
one  occasion,  to  Sir  R-  H^m>*tonv  after  a  li'  ld- 
preacning,  that  *  if  ever  God  could  t)e  utd  to  any 
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plarc,^  I  thlhlc  It  Is  to  the  iriilii-s  and  mountains  ^ 
iBcoilaiid/     Ruthierford  miany  a  time  de/iares, 
1  *  Sweetf  siveet  is  th^  cross ;  and  ho  Wonder,  when 
I  CJbrist  bears  both  us  and  it.'    The  sorrow  of  the 
||  righteous  is  better  far  than  the  joys  of  the  wicked, 
lhat  are  only  like  the  crackling  oif  thorns  under  a 
ppiot,  and  worketh  death*    Had  a  miracle  opened 
the  eyes  of  CJayerhouse,  as  it  did  the  eyes  6f  thfe 
■j^rbphet's  servant,  to  have  seen  John  Brown's  soul 
from  « ihsult  spririging/  at  the  iaic2bent  his  body 
||  fell  a  mangled  corpse,  h6  would  have  seen  hiinidf 
chaoged  from  a  powerful  oppressor,  like  Ma  man* 
|b  a  mean  servant,  only  fit,  as  an  instruinent,  ta 
clothe  the  humble  sitter     the  kiag's  gate  in  royal 
robes,  anli  a  glorious  crown,  and  usher  him  in  to 
|he  city  jShushaii,  as  a  man  whotn  the  King  delights 
i4'o  honour,  II:  was  not  granted  that  his  eyes  should 
opened  by  a  miracle,  or  by  faith  in  God's  Wiit- 
%en  testimony,  to  see  hinjself  as  he  really  was ;  but 
'Crod's  vicegerent,  conscience,  even  in  this  life, 
^speaks  oui:  awful  things  of  righteousness  and  judg- 
ement to  come.  *  He  aftefward*s  acknowledged  that 
John  Brown's  prayer  made  such  an  impression  on 
his  spirit,  iliat  he  copld  ntver  g^t  altogether  worn 
off,  when  he  gaye  himself  liberty  to  think.'  Thus, 

•  mhchief  haunis  the  violent  man,  and  the  bloody 
an4  dec4:^tlul  tean  sball  not  live  half  his  days.' 

His  maxim,  of  terror  being  true  mercy,  if  it  pte- 
vem,td  or  put  an  er  d  to  war,  like  every  other  at- 
tempt to  do  evil  lhat  good  may  come  out  of  it, 
proved  fallacious  and  acting  up  to  it  was  the  mean 
of  bringing  on  the  Revoluiion  of  lj688,  and  '  f 

•  banishing  Jawje^  VIl.  from  the  throne  and  hearts 
of  the  people  oi  Scotland  C'averhouse,  for  vari- 
ous r^easons,  had  no  alternat^vv  than  to  follow  the 
fortune  of  his  btnefactor  When  he  found  a  lari^e 
majority  m  the  Scotch  Convention  on  the  side  of 
Wjllian),  he  1^  ft  Edinburgh  ^v  fth  the  de< em. ; nation 
of  exeitme  hin.>&tlf  in  the  cause  of  James,  in  ihe 
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Geld.    Not  long  aftei'  this  he  appeared  openly  in 
arm at  Inverness,  and  was  successful  at  the  battle 
of  Kliiicrankie ;  putting  WiUiam's  arm>  to  flight; 
but  while  in  the  act  ot  raising  himself  on  the  saddle, 
»id  waving  with  his  arm  pointing  to  guatd  the  pass 
of  Killicrankie,  that  his  favorite  maxim  *  no  quar* 
ter'  might  be  put  into  execution,  Lot  a  musket 
ball  passed  into  his  arm^pit,  that  proved  fatal  in  a 
few  hours  after.    His  estate  was  made  over  to  the 
house  of  Douglas,  and  his  widow  marrying  to  Lord 
Kilsyth,  and  returning  to  Holland*  became,  along 
with  her  children »  the  victim  of  a  dreadful  misfor^ 
tune.    The  house  in  which  she  resided  at  Utrecht, 
falling  suddenly  in,  and  overwhelming  the  whole  1 
family,  his  nanie  and  titles  .became  extinct.*  J 
The  poor  widow  of  Priesthlil^nd  her  children  ! 
did  inherit  the  earth,  and  had  a  name  Jong  aftej^ 
jbat  of  her  oppressors  was  not.— About  forty  years^ 
ago,  a  gentleman  riding  to  Edinburgh  fell  into  ! 
conversation  with  a  respectable.ioojcing  country  ! 
woman,  on  the  road,  and  learning  that  she  was  a  i 
grz^'d-daughter  of  John  BroWu,  he  on  that  account 
made  her  ride  behind  him  into  the  city.    So  much  i 
was  the  memory  of  the  Christian  Carrier  respected. ' 
And  what  was  a  proof  of  the  harmony  of  his  family,: 
^he  could  not  tell  whether  she  was  of  the  first  or  the 
second  wife's  children     None  of  them  now  reside 
at  Priesthill,  but  their  house  stands,  and  the  broad  i 
flat  stone  that  covers  their  fathers  graye, Is  shewn, 
with  this  inscription  ; 

in  death's  cold  bed,  the  dusty  p  »rt  here  lies 
Ot  one  who  did  the  earth  as  dust  despise  : 
Here  tn  this  place  from  earth  he  loek,  de])arti^re; 
Now  he  has  got  the  garland  of  the  martyr. 

Butchered  by  Clav^s  and  his  bloody  bandi 
Raging  most  rav'ndusly  o'er  ail  the  land. 
Only  for  owning  Christ's  supreniacy, 

WicL:t!l!tly  v/rong*d  by  encroaching  tyranny. 
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Nothing  how  near  so  ever  he  to  good 
1^    Estcera^d,  nor  dear  for  any  truth  bis  blood. 

\l  It  has  not  been  exactly  a;>certamed  how  long  the 
I5J  mdow  lived  after  her  hiuband,  nor  is  the  present 
ij,  iUte  of  their  posterity  known  to  the  writer:  but  it 
g(  8  certain,  that  eight  months  after  her  husband's 
J  death,  Isabel!  mingled  her  tears  with  those  of  David 
jg  Steel's  wife,  and  had  her  wounds  opened  afresh  by 
j  ;bat  worthy  man*s  untimely  end, 
J  The  enemy  came  on  a  sudden  to  Cummerhead 
J,  where  he  iiv^d,  and  while  he  was  flying  before  them 
(  to  a  flow  mossi  where  no  trooper  could  follow. 
If  jthey  Ciilled  lilm  tw»ck,  assuring  hiin  that  they  di4 

jot  intend  his  hurt.  In  confidence  of  which,  he  sat 
^  down  on  a  little  knoll,  on  which  a  kiln  stood,  to 
J,  I  look  at  xhe  soidiers  passing,  and  while  doing  so> 

Lieutenant  Criichton,  who  commanded  the  troop^ 
(,  land  who  came  up  in  the  rear,  shot  him  through 
J  itbe  i  eart,  after  that  he  had  beep  treacherously  pro* 
J  jmised  safety  !  I  i 

j(  I    His  wife  saw  him  all  the  whlle^  apd  was  the  first 
jj  itbat  got  lo  the  bloody  corpse,  and  while  she  gently 
j  pressed  down  the^  eyelids  oii  the  fixed  face,  she  said 
,  I  with  great  con)p<?  urt,  *  The  archers  have  shot  aX 
f  llhee,  but  they  ccuid  not  reach  thy  soul :  it  has  es* 
J  caped  1  kn  a  dove  far  away,  and  is  at  rest  '  She 
^  then,  clapping  iier  hands  together,  and  looking  Up 
with  an  eye  that  pierced  tie  heavens,  said,  'Lord 
jgive  strtiigth  unto  thine  handmaid,  that  will  prcye 
I  she  has  waited  for  thee  even  in  the  way  oi  thy  judg- 
ments ' 

David  Seed  lies  buried  !in  Lesmahago  church- 
J  yaid.    On  his  i^rave  is  a  s>tonewitli  ihss  €pitaph> 

David  a  sliepherd  first,  and  thtn 

Advanced  to  be  king  of  men. 

Had  of  graces  m  this  quarter, 

1  his  heir^  a  wanderer,  now  a  martyr; 
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Who  iFor  bis  constancy  and  iea]. 
Still  to  the  back  did  prove  good  steel, 
Who  for  Christ's  royal  truth  and  laws, 
And  for  the  covenanted  eau?e 
Of  Scotland's  famous  Reformation  ; 
I>ecliiiing  tyrants*  usurpation,  'i 
%  cruel  Crichton  murder'd  lies,  I 
Whose  Mood  to  beaten  fdr  ycngeance^rJes.  = 

Joseph  Wilson  who  was  also  under  Gliding  in  the 
iftoss  hag  with  John  Brown,  was  met  by  a  party  cf 
north  Highlanders  in  a  tnoss,  near  th^  ^ater  c8E 
Kyle,  vpheii  he  and  otlier  four  men  were  returning 
frOm  hearing  Mr.  Renwick  preach ;  and  on  theit 
confession  where  they  had  been,  were  all  shot  with- 
aut  further  trial.  Thus  their  Hood  was  mixed  with 
their  sacrifice  They  wiere  not  granted  even  time 
to  commit  thcif  souls  to  God  2  but  their  souls' 
safety  did  not  depend  upon  their  prayers,  but  on 
their  praying  HEAD 

William  Steel  alone,  of  those  jfiiends,  st;irviveflj 
the  persecution  period,  and  livied  after  the  •Revolu- 
tion to  tell  his  Avonderful  escapes. 

♦«  The  memoiy  of  the  most  glorious  scenes  of  ac- 
tion, and  the  most  dismal  scenes  pf  -suffering  th^t 
the  church  of  Scotland  has  passed  through,  havte  i 
not  been  left  buried  in  their  0^11  gshes  **  Her  fir^ 
Reformers  have  been  nobly  drawn  forth  from  ihk 
rubbish  6{  lies  and  prejudice,  that  had  long  laiii 
heaped  upon  their  mem  *ries.  And  may  not  the 
levs  conspicuous  stones  that  compose  the  fair  buiId^ 
ing,  be  gathered  out  with  ithis  warrant — The  righ- 
teous  shall  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance. 
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